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DNA Pathway 0-19 Team Referral Guidelines.

This pathway outlines guidelines for the next steps following the DNA Pathway for childhood
immunisations.

As per the GP contract, from 1st April 2021, all practices must have a named immunisation
lead who is responsible for the following:

A named lead for vaccination services

Each practice is required to identify a named lead for vaccination and immunisation
services. The lead does not necessarily need to be a clinician although for many
practices this is likely to be preferred. If the named lead is not a clinician, then they
must work alongside and be supported by a clinician to ensure that the core
standards are met.

The role of the named lead will be to:

« take responsibility for the oversight of these services, including that the core
standards are being met and that opportunities for vaccination are maximised
within the practice

« work closely with others within and without the practice, including the primary
care network (PCN), NHS England public health commissioning, Child Health
Information Services (CHIS), school-aged vaccination services and local
authority public health colleagues (who work with health visitor and school
nursing teams), to understand current performance and where this can be
improved, if required.

The immunisation lead to ensure the following are complete prior to referral to 0-19 services:

e Checkif the child is an immediate safeguarding risk, if any immediate
concerns, practice safeguarding policy must be followed.

e Checkthe notes of the child and rest of the family, check if the family have
engaged with the surgery in the last year, ensure all contact details are the
same across the family. Check there is not another family registered to the
address

o Ensure there is an alert on the child’s notes any clinician to discuss
immunisation if attends or contacts that practice for any other reason

e Discuss the child with practice’s safeguarding lead and ensure all in
agreement regarding referral to 0-19

Once the above has been completed (see checkilist), refer child to the 0-19 team.
Practice to expect feedback fromthe 0-19 teamin 10 working days.

e If parents choose to decline, ensure written dissent, document in patient records,
inform CHIS via clinic returns, SystmOne task or email to cms.chis@nhs.net

e The case is not closed until contact is made and the outcome is referred back to the
practice

e Reuvisit any children whose parents have declined at regular intervals as per the
Green Book CHIS will reinstate invitations at the next due immunisations. These will
be at one year, 3 years 4 months and school aged immunisations. CHIS will provide
alist monthlyto practices of children reaching 21 monthswho have been
suspended or who have incomplete immunisations. Practices are to contact
these patients at 21 months to offerimmunisation ahead of changes to eligibility at
24 months. Please note these lists will start from September2021 onwards.
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